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BILL 

For the better Regulation of the Cotton Trade 
in iTcland. 



Note . — The Figures in the Margin denote the number of the Folios in 
the u'ritte 7 i Copy. 



j I? 3 it is desirable that a cheap and summary mode preamble. 

\ am I bould be adopted, for settling all Disputes which may arise 
( 5 between Masters and Weavers in the Cotton Manufacture, 

or between such Weavers and Persons employed by them, or 
between Masters and Persons engaged in ornamenting Cotton Goods 
by the Needle, in that Part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland called Ireland: 

May it therefore please Your MAJESTY, 

That it may be Enacted; he it <ll 5 tiactc 5 by The KING’S Most 
Excellent Majestv, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporat, and Commons, in this present Parliament assem- 
2, bled, and by the Authority of ihe same, THAT from and after the 

in all cases of dispute between Masters and Difputesbe- 
Weavers in the Colton Manufacture in Ireland, respecting the price or Miiiew 
prices to be paid for work done, or in the course of being done, in the ihaiibeTttlli 
said manufacture, Avhether the subject of dispute shall relate to the 
reductiori or advance of wages, or any injury or damage done or al- Juftieeof 
leged to have been done to the work, or any delay or supposed delay in 
finishing the work, or the not finishing the work in a good and work- 
manlike manner, or the length breadth or quality of any pieces of 
Cotton Goods, either mixed or unmixed with other materials, or the 
yarn thereof, or the quantity or quality of the woof thereof, or the com- 
pensation for working any new pattern requiring the purchase of new 
or the alteration of old implements of manufacture, or any other 
* 3 ^- A matter 
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matter connected with the Cotton Mamifactiire in Ireland, It shall and , 
my he latvfnl foranyJnstice of the Peace of the County, Barony. 
City, 1 iherty. Town or Place, in which the dispute shall arise, and he 
IS lierehy authonzed and required, on complaint made before him, and 
proof hy the examination of the party complaining, that application 
as byn made to the person or persons against whom such cause of 
ympiamthas arsen, or his her or their agent or agents, to settle such 
dyule,and that the same has not been settled upon such application 
bung „ ade ; or where the dispute shall relate to a bad warp, that such 
cause of complaint has not been done away within 
after such a), plication, to summon before him the person or persons 

..-elragentoryeuts, Jsome , 

from the making such complaint, and to gi.e'’notic'rtrthe“pt^ 
ymplammg o) the time and place appointed in such summons 
or dio attendance of the person or persons complained against 
y Ills her y their agent or agents as aforesaid; and if at such 
time and placy the person or persons so summoned shall not ap- 
pear, by liiinsell herself or themselves, or some person or persons on 
ns her or their behalf, and do away such cause of complain^ then and 
in syh case it shy be lawful for such Justice, and he is hereby autho- 
-r 1 ‘ /"Tt," ’ of the parties, to nominate 

bee shall then and there propose, on the pan and behalf of the Master, , 
Refery, who shall he a Master Manufacturer, or Agent or Foreman 
of some Master Manufaclurcr resident in the neighbourhood; but where 
no such Master Manufacturer Agent or Foreman can be found, then 
some « orkman resident as aforesaid, and having a competent knowledge 
oftheniamifayure; and the said Justice shall likewise llieu and there 
proyse, on the part and behalf of the Weaver, another Referee, who 
he someMoikman resident in the neighbourhood, and liavin-r ,n 
compelen knowledge of the manufacture ; and it shall be lawful for 

r' r" , h'T"’* P«™P‘»rily. and without assigning any 

reaon. to challenge any Referee so proposed; and the Justice simll, b 
. uch case, immediately propose another person, of the like descrintion as fi 
afoi esaid, iii lieu of the person chaiiciiged ; which person so prepLd as 

umiuTc h’ori h" <=l'»Pc,iged. and so tells gaoiies, 

™ I tad, of the parties shall have had two peremptory ehailenges, with- 
y assigning any cm, se; after which the Justice shall immedirnely pro- 

Re eiees , and the persons so propos d as aforesaid, and not challenged 
y the persons proposed m the event of all the challenges hereby alloled 

and 'the Jm'ti “T ,1 K<=ferees to settle such dispute ; 

the ( eitb r? ,T ‘'‘“'"P™ appoint a place of meeting, according to 
diieaions oyins aket, and also aday for the meeting, notice of which 
nomination and of the time and place of meeting shfll thereupon be , 
givey to the persons so nominated Referees, and to any party to the dis- ^ 
pute who may not have attended the meeting before such Justice as 

aforesaid j 
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aforesaid; and the Justice shall certify the nomination and appointment 
in the form for that purpose set fortli in the Schedules to this Act. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That all complaints bv any Reftjiaiom « 
Weaver, as to bad materials, shall be made within weeks JiikK Com-’" 

after his receiving the same; and that all other complaints shall be made 
within days after the cause of complaint shall arise; and 

that it shall not be allowable to any Master, who shall have received 
into his possession any Cotton Cloth, without objection made by himself 
or his Clerk or Foreman, afterwards to make any complaint on account 
8 of work so received. 



Provided also, and be it Enacted, That if any party so complaining as Party hot at- 
aforesaid, shall not attend or send some person on his or her behalf, at lofe'^thebenefit 
the time and place appointed by the Justice of the Peace, for the pur- 
pose of naming lieferees as aforesaid, such party shall not in that case pia'nKt of. 
be entitled to the benefit of this Act; and if any party, against whom kngs.'’^ 
complaint shall liave been made, shall not attend, or send some person 
on his or her behalf, at the time and place last aforesaid, the Justice of 
the Peace shall nevertheless proceed to nominate Referees, and such 
party shall in tliat case be deprived of all right of challenge under this 
Act. 



Provided also, and be it Enacted, That in all cases where complaints As w Piac« 
shall be made, respecting bad warps or utensils, by Weavers, the place 
of meeting of the Referees shall be at or as near as may be to the place 
where the work shall be carrying on ; and in all other cases at or as near 
as may be to the place or places where the work shall have been 
given out. 



0 And be it further Enacted, That the Referees so to be nominated .is Referees (hall 
aforesaid, shall meet at the time and place fixed by the Justice of the 
Peace for that purpose, and shall, by inspection of the work in regard 
to which the dispute may have arisen, by hearing and examining the 

parties or any person or personson their or eitheroftheirbehalf respecting 

the m.itters in dispute, or by otherwise ascertaining the true state of 
the case, proceed to determine the matter or matters in dispute referred 
to them ; and the Award to be made by such Referees shall be final and 
conclusive between the parties, without being subject to review or appeal 
l.y or before any Court whatsoever ; but in case such Referees shall not 
^ agree upon and decide such matter or matters in dispute as aforesaid, or 
shall not make and sign their Award within days after the date 

of the J ustice’s order, then the said Referees shall without delay go before 
lo the Justice by whom they were appointed, and in case of his absence or 
indisposition, before any other of His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace in 
Ireland most convenient to be found, and shall state to such Justice the 
point or points in difference betwven them the said Referees ; which point 
or points in difference the said Justice shall and he is hereby authorized 
and required to hear and determine, upon the statement of the Referees; 
and the said Justice is hereby directed and required to settle and deter- 
*3^' mine 
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mine the matter or matters hi dispute with all possible dispatch, and in 
all cases, w, . Inn the space of days after the expiratioti of 

the t, me hereby allowed to the Referees, to make and sign their award ■ 
and the determination of such Justice shall be final and conclusive be- 
toeen the parties m dispute, without being subject to review or appeal 
by or before any Court whatsoever. 

Provided alwys, and be it Enacted, That if either of the Referees 
, "a J-stlce, suci, justice is hereby 

oth„d.di»„ 'empowered and required to determine the matter or matters in dispute 
i.^. bdois upon the statement and representation of the other Referee, 

I- Provided always, and be it Enacted, That in case either or both 
ot the Referees so to be nominated as aforesaid shall refuse or delay to 
accept such reference, or to act therein, the Justice shall proceed to 
name anotlier person or other persons of the 

descriptions aforesaid, to be Referee or Referees in the place of such 
Referee or Referees so refusing or delaying ; and the parties in dispute 
shall respectively have the same power of challenge in the case of a 
second nomination as is given by this Act in the case of a first nomina- 
tion, except so far as the power may have been exercised upon such 
first nomination ; and in every case of a second nomination, the Referees 
shal meet within 

for the same, and at the same place at which the meeting of the 
Referees first named was appointed ; and the cxpence of every such „ 
application for a second appointment of a Referee shall be borne and 
defrayed by the party through whose default or the default of whose 
Jteferee such application sliall be rendered necessary. 

And be it further Enacted, That in every case of second nomination 
a Referee, if sucli Referee secondly nominated shall not attend at 

'IT! matter or matters in dispute, 

it shall be lawful for the other Referee, at such time and place, to proMed 
by himself to the bearing and determining of tlie same; and the Award 
ot such sole Referee thereupon shall be final and conclusive, without 
being snbject to review or appeal by or befoVe any Court whatsoever. 

ilTXV ‘Im parties in dispute 

f extend the time hereby limited for the makimv 

of tlie award It shall and may be lawful for them to extend the same „ 
.accordingly, by indorsement (according to the form in the Schedule ^ 
hereunto annexed) on the order of the Justice of the Peace, to be 
signed by both of them in the presence of one or more credible wit- 

TuvdLt'irr 

hT That it shall and may be lawful to and for 

lafa -any such Justice of Ihe Peace as aforesaid, and he is hereby authorized 
and required, on the application of either oftbe parties in dispute to sum 
-mon any witness or witnesses to appear before him. to be sworn to 

give 



Where a ft- 
cond Referee 
d^e« net at- 
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give e^'idence before the Referees or Referee or Justice (as the case may- 
be) who are or is to settle the matter or matters in dispute j and auy such 
Justice as aforesaid, is hereby authorized and required to aduiinis er to 
any such witness or witnesses an Oath, in the form set forth in the 
Schedule to this Act ; and if any such witness or witnesses shall neglect 
1^ or refuse to attend before such Justice as aforesaid to be sworn, or be- 
fore the said Referees or Referee or Justice as aforesaid, W'ho are or is to 
settle the matter or matters in dispute, at any time and place fixed for 
that pui'pose under the provisions of this Act, it shall and may be lawful 
for any such Justice as aforesaid, upon proof on oath being made before 
him of the service of such summons, either personally or by leaving the 
same at the last or usual place of abodeof the person summoned, and also 
upon the like proof of the neglect or refusal of such person to attend as 
aforesaid in pursuance of such summons (unless a reasonable excuse be 
made for such non-attendance to the satisfaction of such Justice) to issue 
his warrant under his hand, for the apprehending and bringing such 
person before him; and if any person so being brought before such 
Justice as aforesaid, shall still refuse to attend and be examined, or give 
15 his or their testimony before the Referees or Referee or Justice who are 
or is to settle the matter or matters in dispute touching the same, such 
person so refusing shall be by such Justice as aforesaid, committed to the 
House of Correction within his or their jurisdiction, there to remain with- 
out bail or mainprize, until he she or they shall submit to be examined 
and give evidence before the Referees or Referee or Justice (as the case 
may be) touching the premises. 

And be it further Enacted, That all persons who in any examination PunWhingper- 
to be taken upon oath by virtue of this Act, shall wilfully and corniptly pe,ju%. 
give false evidence or otherwise forswear themselves before any such Re- 
ferees or Referee or Justice as aforesaid, shall and may be prosecuted for 
the same, and upon conviction thereof shall, be subject and liable to such 
and the same pains and penalties as persons guilty of are by 

the law's now in being in Ireland subject and liable to. 

And be it further Enacted, That if either of the parties in dispute Arbitratori 
shall neglect or refuse to attend the Referees or Referee, they or he may inabienceot 
notwithstanding proceed to make their or his award, in the same man- 
ncr as if the party so refusing or neglecting had attended. 

iS Provided also, and be it Enacted, That the Award to be made upon 
any reference under this Act, shall be drawn up and written at the foot 
or upon the back of the Justice’s order, certifying the appointment of 
the Referees according to the form in the Schedule hereunto annexed ; 
any law usage or custom to the contrary notwrithstanding. 

And be it further Enacted, That upon fulfilment of any Aw’ard under AcknowW^- 
this Act, the same shall be acknowledged by the party in whose behalf 
such Award shall have been made, by an acknowledgment at the foot 
thereof, in the form of the Schedule hereunto annexed, whicti, wiili the 
Award, shall thereupon be delivered to the party fulfilling the same. 






B 



And 
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rfoSS further Enucted, That if any parly shall refuse or delay to 

to A»Jd?“ Award under this Act, for the space or term of days 

after the same shall have been reduced into writing, it shall be lawful for 
any suth Justice as aforesaid, by warrant under his hand, to cause the 
sum and sums of money directed to be paid by any such Award, to be 
levied by distress and sale of the goods and eil'ects of the person or per- ' 
sons liable to pay the same, together with all costs and charges attending 
such distress and sale ; and in case no sufficient distress can be had, any 
such Justice as aforesaid, shall by warrant under his or their hand or 
hands commit the person or persons so liable as aforesaid, to the Com- 
mon Gaol or some House of Correction within his or their jurisdiction, 
Hiere to remain without bail for any time not exceeding 
calendar months, nor less than calendar months. 

SSaS'b), '* f'*''*«''E"ucted, That all costs time and expenses attending 

Just'ces to be made under this Act (except in the 
instance hereinbefore specially provided for) and of the reference pur- 
suant to any such application, shall be settled by the Referees or Referee 
by whom such dispute shall be settled; and where the same shall be 
determined by any Justice of tire Peace, upon the statement of the 
Referees or Referee, in the manner herein directed, then by such Justice ■ 
and where the Referees appointed as aforesaid cannot agree as to the ,8 
costs tune and e.vpenses to be allowed, the same shall be settled by the 
Justice of the Peace by whom the said Referees or Referee were or was 
named, or if the case shall require it, by any other Justice or Justices 
of the Peace for the same or some adjoining County, Barony, City, 
Liberty, Town or Place; and the sum and sums of money so settled to be 
paid shall he recoverable, together with the sum and sums of money 
directed to be paid by the Award, in manner hereinbefore provided for. 



Tees on Pro 
coedings. 



And be it further Enacted, That the following, and no higher. Fees 
shall be allowed to be taken, for any proceedings under this Act- 
(videlicet) 



Kulee for af. 

cmainine. ihe 

Meafiire by 
whicS the 
Weaver i; to 
be paid. 



To the Clerk of the Justice : 

For each Summons . 

For every Oath or Affirmation - . . . 

For drawing and entering the Order - . . . 

For every Warrant - . 

For every Award made by the Justice 

To the Constable, or other Peace Officer: 

For service o ’ Summons or Order - - . _ 

For executing M'ai rant of distress and sale of goods - 
For Custody of goods distrained, - - - _ per diem 

For every mile he shall travel 



And be it fur. her Enacted, That with respect to all the differen 
paid shall be ascertained by the standard ell of forty-five inches, an. 



the 



*9 
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the breadth thereof by the standard yard of thirty-six inches ■, and with 
respect to Calicoes and other Cotton Goods usually classed therewith, the 
length and breadth thereof shall be ascertained by the standard yard of 
thirty-six inches ; and with respect to Fustians and other Cotton Goods 

20 usually classed therewith, the payment to the Weaver shall be ascer- 
tained by the standard yard of thirty-six inches, cf by the pound, or 
by the spangle, according to tlie mode of asocrlaining the same 
usually practised in and about the place where the question shall 
arise. 

And be it further Enacted, That every Warp given out by a Manu- . 

factuver to a Weaver to be wove in /re7a?jd, shall be properly prepared and Tickets 
by being carefully sized ; and that with every such warp there shall be 
delivered a ticlcet, denoting the quantity, -fineness, length and breadth Waip*. 
of the warp, and the particular fabric and denomination of the work 
to be performed, which ticket shall be signed by the Manufacturer or 
person employed by him to give out work, and the same shall, in tlie 
event of dispute between the Master and Weaver be evidence of ah mat- 

21 ters and things mentioned and contained therein, unless the result of the 
work shall shew that such ticket contained an incorrect representation; 
and it is hereby expressly declared, that the question of correct repre- 
sentation in any such ticket shall be as much matter of reference 
within the provisions of this Act, as any other matter of dispute herein- 
before enumerated. 

Provided always, and be it Further-Enacted, That in all cases where Agents, Ser- 
work shall have been delivered to any Weaver by the Agent or Servant n^jiaWe as 
of any Master or Masters, or by one or more of the Partners in any P^ncipaii^. 
business of Cotton Manufacture in Ireland, the proceedings directed by 
this Act shall and may be had against any such Agent Servant or Part- 
ner, and shall be as effectual to charge tlte Principals or all the Partners 
(as the case may be) and to subject them to the Provisions of this Act in 
all respects, as if the proceedings had been had against such Principals, 

22 or against all such Partners. 

Provided also, and be it further Enacted, That in all cases where any proceedings 
such Master or Masters shall as aforesaid be or become bankrupt, or 

1 ’ Bsnkrupccy, 

any assignment of his her or their estate or effects shall be or shall have &c.«t NUiier. 
been made under the said bankruptcy or otherwise, by deed or in law> 
the Assignee or Assignees, Trustee or Trustees of such estate or effects, 
sliall be liable to the proceedings authorized by this Act against the Mas- 
ter or Masters, as fully as the Master or Masters was or were before the 
bankruptcy or assignment; and such proceedings may be commenced 
and prosecuted, or if commenced against such Master or Masters, be 
afterwards carried on against such Assignee or Assignees, Trustee or 
Trustees; and such Assignee or Assignees, Trustee or Trustees, shall 
fulfil and abide by the Award made thereupon, and shall be subject to 
22 the provisions of this Act, in all respects, as if the Award had been made 
against the Master or Masters before his or their bankruptcy, or the 
assignment of his or their estate or effects: Provide*!, that all sums of 
138. money 
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money to be paid in pursuance of such proceedings and Award, shall be 
recoverable only out of the estate or effects of such Master or Masters, 
and not out of the proper money of such Assignee or Assignees, 
Trustee orTrustees. 



furtlier Enacted, That \^’here any married woman, or 
made by mar- hifaiit uitdcr the age of years, shall have cause of complaint 

the cases provided for by this Act, such complaint maybe 
made, and all further proceedings thereupon had, by and in the name of 
the husband of such married woman, and of the father, or if dead, of 
the mother, or if on the death of both parents, of any of the kindred 
of any such infant, or of the surety or sureties in any indenture of 
apprenticeship of any such infant being an apprentice; and such pro- 
ceedings shall be as effectual and as valid and binding, as if such married 
woman was sole, and such infants were of full age, and pursued bv 
themselves the remedies prescribed by this Act. 



^-«acted, That in all cases of dispute that may arise 
ami Perfgns in Ireia?id between Weavers and persons employed by them, or between 
Sria ta- Masters and persons engaged in ornamenting Cotton Goods with the 
every such dispute shall and may be settled in the same man- 
oniamenting ncr, and Under the same regulations directions and provisions in all 
thrfJeidTe.Ly fcspects, SO far as the same are applicable, mu/atk mutandis, as are herein- 
before directed with respect to disputes between Masters and Weavers; 
except that in disputes between Weavers and peraons employed by them, 
it shall not be necessary to name a Manufacturer, or the Agent or 
Foreman of a Manufacturer, as one of the Referees. 

Awardsmay Provided always, and be it Enacted, That every Award, ticket, 
•dPa^"^*^ matter or thing written or done under and by virtue of this Act, sliall 
and may be drawn up wiatlen and signed upon unstamped paper, any 
law custom or usage to the contrary thereof in anywise notwith- 
standing. 



uftiS be it Enacted, That no Justice of the Peace, 

under die being also a Master Cotton Weaver, shall act as a Justice under this 
Act; any thing herein contained, or any former statute, law, usage or 
custom to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. 

Prcceedings 

jji'dfr'hUAa Provided also, and be it Enacted, That no pi-oceeding under this 
deemed invalid -A-Ct shall be deemed invalid by reason of any want of form only. 

for want of 
Form. 

No Repeal of Provided also, and be it Enacted, That nothing in this Act contained 
^yordffr extend or be construed to extend to repeal, abridge, annul or make 

tomextent. void, any of the Clauses, Provisions, Remedies o. Powers ( ontained in 
the several Acts made and passeo in Irdand, in the ihird, sev< ntcenth, 
and thirty-first years of tlie reign of his late Majesty K ug George 
the Second, and in the nineteenth and twentieth, tweriv tliird and 
twenty-fourth, and thirty-sixth years of the reign of His present 
Majesty, or in any of them, or in any other Act or Acts heretolure 

made, 
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' made, which are applicable to the said Trade, or the pow'ers of Justices 
of the Peace, as connected therewitli ; so far as the same enact provide 
or inflict any pains penalties or punishments upon or against Workmen ; 
and so far as the same enact provide or afford any remedy or remedies 
to the Masters against the "Workmeu engaged in the said Trade or 
Manufacture (save and except where Referees have been appointed in 
the nranuer and for the purposes directed by this Act) any thing in 
this Act contained to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. 

26 And be it further Enacted, That this Act shall be taken and allowed Public AR. 
to be a Public Act, in all Courts within that part of the United King- 
dom called Ireland, and all Judges and Justices of the Peace are 
hereby required to take notice thereof as such, without specially plead- 
ing the same. 



The SCHEDULE to which this Act refers. 



fORM of Justices Order, certifying nomination of Referees, and 
appointment of Time and Place for Meeting, 

I A. B. one of the Justices of Peace acting for 
Do hereby Certify, That C. D. and E. F. are by me duly nominated 
Referees, to settle the matters in difference between G. H. of 
Master Manufaeturer or Weaver [<zr the case may be'] and /. K. of 
Weaver, or a person employed by a Weaver, or 
a person employed in ornamenting Cotton Goods by the Needle [or the 
ease may be] pursuant to an Act passed in the fifty-third year of the 
reign of His present Majesty; and that the said Referees are hereby 
directed to meet at on the 

day of at 

of the clock in the forenoon,, or afternoon [or the case may be.] 



aS FORM of Indorsement extending the time limited for making the 
Aioard. 

WE, A. B. and C. D. parties to the within Reference, do hereby agree 
to extend the same to the day of 

inclusive. Witness our hands, this day of 

Witness, A. B. 

C.D, 



138. C FORM 
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FORM of tlw Oalh to ho administered the Witnesses under sta 
tins Act. y 

the Evidence that you shall give respecting the matters in differ- 
ence between A. B. and C. D. under or by virtue of an Act passed 
m the Fifty-third year of the reign of His present Majesty, intituled 
‘ An Act” [slate the Title of this Act] .slmW be the tnith, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth. So help you GOD 



FORM of the Award to he written at the foot or upon Ute hack of 30 
the 0 / dcr of the J ustice of Peace, certifying the Reference. 

WE, I K. and L. M. [,iame and describe the Referees] the Referees 
appointed to settle the mailer in dispute between the parlies within 
named [or, /. A one of the Referees so appointed, L. M. the other 
Referee appointed, having failed to attend, or, I. N. O. the Justice as 
the case map he] do hereby adjudge and detenuine that [here set forth 
theDdermimtion; to which the Refereesor Referee or Justice, as the case 
may be, shall svb.<cribe their names.] 



FORM of Acknowledgment of fulfilment of the Award, to he Jt 
written at the foot thereof. 

metf' That the above Aw,ard has been fnU 

hantthis^ ' “ of ‘he same. Witness my 

Witness, ° 
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